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Team of the Month
 
Congratulations to Susan Horecki and Lucy! 
 

In the winter of 2009 I happened
across an article in the Denver Post
about a literacy program in the
Douglas County Public Libraries. Pets
reading with children… hmmm...
interesting, I’d never heard of such
a thing! 
 
Candidly, knowing nothing about
Animal Assisted Activities and
Therapies, my motives were not
altogether altruistic. You see, the

idea of volunteering with our family pet seemed like a
convenient way to do something “nice” for others and
also to fill some calendar spaces as a soon-to-be empty
nester. I also imagined that by participating in
volunteer activities with 5-year-old Lucy, I might enjoy
a needed distraction from the stress of my corporate
career. Sounds more self-centered, wouldn’t you say?
As it turns out, the journey over the last few years
proved to be not only the very things I was looking for
at the time, but so very much more indeed!
 
Read more here or email Susan and Lucy.
 

Diana's Desk 
 
Dear DPP Team,
 
I hope you are all enjoying a
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Family Fun Festival - July 2
 

 
Join DPP teams at the WFM in Glendale:
870 S Colorado Blvd on July 2 from 5:30-
8:30PM.
 
Enjoy free entry, food and drinks from
local vendors, and fun and games for the
kids.
 
Stick around for the Glendale fireworks
show around 9:15PM, visible from the WFM
parking lot.
 
DPP will receive a portion of the proceeds
from vendor sales.
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beautiful summer, with time to do
all the things you enjoy with the
people and animals you love! I
wanted to take this opportunity to
give you a glimpse of one of my commitments which has
been occupying much of my time lately - my role on
the Board of the International Association of Human-
Animal Interaction Organizations (IAHAIO). It is my honor
and pleasure, to not only fulfill the role of Treasurer
for IAHAIO, but to also serve on the global task force
which is developing internationally acceptable
standards of practice for HAI.
 
IAHAIO, of which DPP is a Full Member, is a global
member association for organizations delivering Animal-
Assisted Interaction programs/training in AAI or
researching human-animal interactions. I recently
returned from Copenhagen, Denmark, where IAHAIO
held its annual symposium. It was an exciting event,
and very inspiring to engage with attendees from all
over the world! 
 
Here are some recent happenings from IAHAIO:

IAHAIO now has 76 member organizations
globally amounting to over 100,000 people.

Last year, IAHAIO finalized a White Paper which
created definitions for those doing human-
animal interaction work, and framed basic
components of our value system on animal
welfare for the animals doing this work. Member
organizations adopt the tenets of the document.
You can download the document from the
IAHAIO website or click here.

IAHAIO has completed work on the European
Callisto Project which addressed critical issues
related to zoonosis (related to zoonosis, diseases
that can be transmitted to humans from
animals). The brochure is in public domain and
details can be found on:
http://www.callistoproject.eu

IAHAIO has a global task force set up to develop
internationally acceptable standards of practice
for AAI. Once drafted, the standards will be
vetted for consideration and adoption by
member organizations.

IAHAIO is in the process of developing an Open
Access Journal which will include peer
reviewed science publications together with a

 
 

 
 

DPP HOLIDAY PARTY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 
Our Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Holiday Party is
scheduled for Saturday,
December 5, at a beautiful
new location in Golden. We
are recruiting volunteers for
the committee. The
committee will help put this
amazing party together. It is
a wonderful way to get to know your
fellow teammates. We need you to help
make 2015 another amazing party!  
 
Please contact Mandy Bell if you have any
questions or are interested in joining the
committee.
 
 

Save the Date
 
July 2: Fundraising event at Whole Foods
Market
 
July 17: CAFCA Conference 
 
September 12: DPP Team Meeting -
Guest Speaker, David Haworth, CEO of
Morris Animal Foundation. Read bio here. 
 
December 5: DPP Member Appreciation &
Holiday Party
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lay translation. It will also have a discussion
group area which will be hosted on the Human
Animal Bond Research Initiative (HABRI) Central
site. This will be officially launched at the 2016
Triennial Conference which will be hosted by
IAHAIO member organization, Adrienne and
Pierre Sommer Foundation, which does HAI work
all across France.

IAHAIO’s next conference will be held in Paris,
July 11-13, 2016 at the very impressive
conference center at La Cite des Sciences, with
the Annual General Membership (AGM) meeting
held on the afternoon of July 10. The AGM is
where all members provide input into IAHAIO’s
future work and update each other on the work
of their organizations. The theme for the
conference will be “Unveiling a New Paradigm:
HAI in the Mainstream”. The mission for the
conference will be to share a new vision and
status of HAI in society.   

When attending a global conference, few truths
become more evident, than the need for collaboration
to truly unlock the amazing potential of human-animal
interaction as part of the One-Health Initiative. DPP is
very fortunate to be part of this initiative through
IAHAIO.
 
Together We Achieve, 
Diana
 
 

Does Your Dog Really Want To Be Pet?
 
A very special thanks to our June Team Meeting
speaker, Ms. Jennifer Pearson, MSW MSc and Doctoral
Candidate from the University of Denver, who talked to
us about some important "Ethical and Welfare
Considerations for Animals in Therapeutic Settings”. A
highlight from her presentation included the
demonstration of a CONSENT TEST. You can try this
with your own animal to learn their individual signals.
Watch a short clip here and run at least 3 trials at
different times during the day. Pet your animal as you
normally would, then stop. Observe the behaviors that
follow. Does your animal REALLY want to be petted? Do
they enjoy the work?
 
Jen left us with a few important considerations:

Acknowledge that our human biases and

 

Courses & Evaluations
 
Handler Training Courses
July 11
October 3
 
Team Evaluations
July 25-26
October 17-18
 
Volunteers are always needed. If you can
help out, please contact Sandy Langley.
 
If you are interested in completing the
Reading Education Assistance Dogs
(R.E.A.D.) Course, contact DPP member
Linda Nielsen. 
 
 

DPP Logo Vest
 
A new purple DPP vest is now available if
you choose to order one. The basic design
with DPP logo on middle panel is $24.80 +
$5.00 for shipping.  
 
You will have the option to add zipper
pockets and/or embroider your animal’s
name on one or both side pockets if you
wish. Pockets are sewed on AFTER the
embroidery so they are fully usable if you
decide to add your animal’s name. You can
also specify that your animal’s name to be
smaller than shown in the example below
if you would like space to add patches,
etc. The vests are all made custom, to
order. If you have a CAT, please specify so
your vest will read “Registered Therapy
Cat” under DPP logo.
 
Order Form Instructions here (must be
logged in) or visit DPP website, Member
Documents under "more". 
 
If you have any questions, or would like
help over the phone, please contact Marla
Yetka OR our supplier, Curtis at Raspberry
Field, directly at 503-661-2284 or email
curtis@raspberryfield.com. 
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passionate desire to share our amazing pets
with others may cause us to need outside
perspectives with regards to ethics and welfare.

Remember that your animal may already be
‘working’ for you in addition to their DPP hours.

YOU are your animal’s advocate –the only voice
they have… speak thoughtfully.

A copy of Ms. Pearson’s complete presentation is
available for the personal use of our members. Please
click here.
 
 

Board Update
 
First, I want to say how privileged I am to be working
with such a dedicated group of board members. Not
only do they work tireless to make DPP’s trainings,
client interactions, member events and
communications happen BUT many are active as DPP
visiting therapy teams. Second, I want to say how
privileged I am to be working with all of you, our
dedicated, passionate DPP therapy teams. Thank you
for all you and your pet partners do to improve
people’s lives every day. You live out our mission
every day. 
 
The DPP Board of Director’s role includes adopting
goals, strategic plans and budgets to implement DPP’s
mission and goals. It’s a good idea to review those at
least every three years to make sure we are aligned
with the needs of our members and clients, and with
trends in the work of animal assisted interventions. So
that’s just what we’re doing. Among our current
activities are:
 

Revisiting our DPP strategic plan and strategic
goals within our individual roles to check where
we are right now, where we want to be in
another three years, and what resources we
will need to get there.

Undertaking a branding study to make sure that
both our mission and goals are clear, and that
we are communicating them effectively. As part
of this study you will each receive a personal
phone call from one of our board members this
summer to solicit your feedback. Thanks so
much in advance for your input when we call.

 
 

Evaluators and Workshop
Instructors Needed
 
Interested in becoming Evaluators and/or
Workshop Instructors, contact DPP
Program Coordinator, Sandy Langley. 
 
 

Faces & Places
 

University of Denver Chancellor, Dr.
Rebecca Chopp, PhD, Mandy Bell's partner
Hitch, and a few students, taking
advantage our DPP therapy dogs during
the Final’s Week De-Stress Event on June
2.
 

Denver Pet Partners featured on
9News/Colorado & Company on June 9.
Click here to watch segment. 
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Conducting an online membership survey with
more member-focused questions than the
branding study. This will come later in the year
and, again, thank you in advance for your
participation.

 
Your help and ideas are critical in so many other ways.

Do you know of people who would like to
become DPP teams and members? Please refer
them or invite them to a team meeting.

Do you know of veterinarians, dog grooming
centers, doggy day cares or training centers
that would be willing to display our materials?
Let us know.

Do you have ideas and interest in helping with
our 15th Anniversary? Be sure to get in touch
with Mandy Bell.

Do you have videography skills? We could use
someone to record our speakers at team
meetings for uploading on the DPP web.

How else would you like to be involved? Let us
know.

I’ll look forward to hearing from you with your ideas,
questions or to volunteer your valuable time and
talent. Contact me at
carollynnt@denverpetpartners.org and I’ll keep you up
to date on our branding study, strategic planning, and
other board activities.
 
1000 thanks! There would be no DPP without you.
 
Carol Lynn Tiegs
Board Chair
 
 

R.E.A.D. Training Workshop
 

 
 

 
 

In AAI News
 
Dog Emotion & Cognition is a free, online
course being offered by Duke professor
Brian Hare. This online course on dog
psychology is designed to introduce the
exciting new science of dog psychology to
any level of dog enthusiast.
 
If you are interested in learning more
about this course, click here. 
 
 

Book Recommendation
 
The 4th Edition of the Handbook on
Animal-Assisted Therapy was released on
June 18. The book is a great reference
tool for AAI and available through DPP's
Amazon Smile account here.  
 
Jennifer Pearson, our June team speaker,
has co-authored a chapter on the
emerging roles of support animals.
 

 

 
Zoom Room Denver is offering 10% off
any group or private training for new
members that mention Denver Pet
Partners.  
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DPP held its first grant-supported R.E.A.D. training class
on Saturday, June 20 at Swedish Medical Center.  
Special thanks to Linda Nielsen for teaching this
workshop and congratulations to the following
attendees:

Marge Bornstein
Eleanor Harrison
Susan Horecki

Rika Mead
Nazli Nomanbhoy

Roanne Ross
Laurie Schmidt

Carol Lynn Tiegs
Maryann Vogt

 

 
Thanks to a generous grant from Build-A-Bear, DPP is
able to strengthen our literacy outreach by lowering
the cost of Reading Education Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D)
training and registration and create new literacy
opportunities within the child-welfare community. 
 
For those who may not be familiar with R.E.A.D., the
training is designed to equip handlers with ideas and
tools that help make reading a more enjoyable
experience for children. Training includes methods to
help the handler utilize the animal in order to change
the focus so that the child becomes the teacher rather
than the target. This makes the entire reading
experience more fun and far less threatening for kids
having difficulty and/or just gaining confidence in their
abilities. 
 
By offering discounted workshop fees, we hope to grow
DPP literacy outreach by 50% in the next three years.  
 

 
 

Your Newsletter
 
What would you like to see in upcoming
newsletters? Do you have a relevant news
article, personal experience, or photo to
share? We want your feedback to make
this the best that it can be.
 
We appreciate the feedback that we have
already received. Please continue to send
your comments, stories, pictures, etc. to
Angelina: newsletter@denverpetpartners.org.
 
 

Contact Information
 
Not sure who to contact when you need
help? Email info@denverpetpartners.org
anytime and your message will be
forwarded appropriately for response.
Please allow 24-48 hours for reply. 
 
 
Susan Horecki | 303-973-6116
Teams, Facilities, Services 
 
Lisa Jonas | 303-794-3623
Membership
 
Melissa Schreiber | 303-917-9997
Social Media (Facebook, LinkedIn)
 
Marla Yetka | 720-626-0414
Marketing & Communications
 
Mandy Bell | 303-523-2355
Fundraising & Grants 
 
Carol Lynn Tiegs | 303-819-8926
Chair
 
Jim Saunders | 303-794-3623
Vice Chair
 
Sandy Hung | 303-794-3623
Secretary
 
Ed Exum | 303-726-5046
Treasurer
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Since DPP is an affiliate partner of R.E.A.D., members
can now receive a discounted lifetime registration of
$50 (instead of $60) with Intermountain Therapy
Animals (ITA), the creator and administrator of R.E.A.D,
located in Salt Lake City. DPP is offering a limited
number of grant-sponsored scholarships designed to
pay this registration fee, and each DPP member will be
given the opportunity to apply for one. 
 
Please respond to Hillary Davis and/or Linda Nielsen
(Co-chairs of the DPP Literacy Committee for the BAB
grant) if you have questions.  
 

 
Paul Rogalla | 303-263-0140
Volgistics (Timesheet & Hours) 
 
Sandy Langley | 720-556-3434
Program Coordinator
 
Angelina Nicol | 805-415-6475
Newsletter Editor
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook | Connect with us on LinkedIn | Support DPP
Denver Pet Partners | P.O. Box 271505, Littleton, CO 80127 | 720.556.3434 | info@denverpetpartners.org  
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